. 3 | | — 7 2.3 
Ke 1 2 2 


3 
e, 


1 


veriit 
mbrids 


Uni 
Ga 


2 


ü 23 


RN 


* 
9 


ou 


LB 


THUR 


Wo, 


—— 4 


4a; 
* 


"% 


: 
+ 
* 


. —- * 
oO. 


7 


22 


— — 


, 
' 
, 


— > .a 42,4, 


To 


_ The Reverend c L E R 0 * 


or THE 


Archdeaconry 0 21 8 U ro L * 


| 
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Reverend Rs, 


tain of this Diſcourſe when I delivered 
it, 0 expreſſed by the honour you did me in re- 
queſting its publication, gives me grounds to 


hope it may be of ſome uſe for the purpoſes 


intended by it. And as the regard I pay to 
your Judgement has prevailed upon me to 
make it publick, I perſuade myſelf, that, what 


waits upon you at your own requeſt, will not 
fail of a candid and favourable reception from 


you. I ſay this with the more confidence, 


Ho the experience I had of your not only 
a 2 ö hear- 


—HE opinion you were pleaſed to enter- 


* 
„ 
= - 


__ 7 
hearing with patience, but receiving with ap- 
probation what I took upon me, with much 
freedom, to ſet forth concerning g your Nuty, 
at Be Qt: nella DW hayfhen, 
who needed neither inſtruction nor admonition 
about it, and who were able to deſcribe and 
enfarce it, to much better Atuatage than I 
could do. But you were ſo juſt to me as to 
conſider, that I was executing a proper part 
of that Office, with which our Good e 
had honoured me, and ſo were willin ng to 
[uffer the word of Exhorttitivr,; thoodh Already 

poſſeſſed of thole qualifications I recommended 
as ws Juſt ornaments of the Clergy. After mention 
made of our moſt worthy Dicegfan, I ſhould 
be wanting to my Duty. and diſappoint 
your expectations, if I ſhould forbear to con- 
gratulate you, and all his other Clergy; upon 
the happineſs of being under the Care and 
Direction of ſo Good, fo Diligent, ſo Tender 
a Paſtor ; ſo formed by Nature and Experience 
to Late. with honour to himſelf and be- 
ne fit to others, one of the moſt difficult Offices 
man can be called to. For certainly, if an 
Or- 


« 250 

 Orthodon Bank and: a ſerious and exemplary 
practice of Religion, made agreeable and 
 Jovely by an cafy and chæarful Converſation 
if gaod Learning and a knowledge of Men 
andthe Ward; if Gate and Adfiduity in the 
diſcharge of all the parts of the Zpi/copal 
Fundliau; if Gravity —— with an affable 
and benign diſpoſition; if Generoſity, Hoſpi- 
tality, a ſingular tenderneſs for Pede in diſ- 
treſs, and an obliging and courteous Carriage 
towards all; — If theſe are accompliſhments 
that cannot but render a BIs Hor the delight 
of all who with well to Religion and Virtue, 
then have Me ſpecial cauſe to rejoice in that 
kind Providence, that has promoted Him, in 
whom they are all united, to the ſpiritual 
Government of this Diargſe to which we belong. 
I hope my particular obligations for his long 
Friendſhip to me, will not lay me under any 
ſuſpicion of Flattery, fince I ſay no more than 
what will be confirmed by the ready Teſti- 
mony of all who know Him. And I do alſo 
hope that my pretending to any ſhare in the 
Friendſhip of ſo Great and Good a Man, will 
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(iy) 
not ſubject me to the imputation of Vanity, 


ſince, as Gratitude conſtrains me ever to retain 


a lively ſenſe of the many acts of | kindneſs 
and favour He has been pleaſed to ſhew me, 


ſo the omitting to make a publici profeſſion of 


the ſame, upon ſo inviting an occaſion; would 


be juſtly chargeable as an offence. both _ 
Decency andiDaltyl: ; 201109 nd 3 


But whilſt I am — ble you wich 


this ground for ſatisfaction to you and others, 


it would be inexcuſable not to mention with 


joy and thankfulneſs that mighty Deliverance, 
which Gop in his "Mercy has wrought for us, 


from the Evils that ſo nearly threatened the 
whole Kingdom, at the time this Diſcourſe 
was made to you, to which we owe the con- 
tinuance of zhis, and every other ſatigfaction 
we enjoy. For it is too plain to admit of the 


leaſt doubt, that, if the late ſavage Rebellion 


had prevailed, according to the wiſſies of the 


cruel Actors in it, and Promoters of it, ſuch 
ſucceſs would have ſoon been followed witli 
the utter ſubverſion of that happy Conſtitution - 


in Church and State, whe: is the only Baſis 


of 


( „) 
of a peaceable and. laſting enjoyment of « erery 


Right and Privilege whether Sacred or Civil,” 
that is worthy: of our deſires, or our care. As 
therefore the moſt ſincere tribute of Praiſe 


and Thanks is for ever due to Almighty Gop, 
from all Orders and Degrees of Men among 


us, for his ſo fignall ly proſpering the Arms of 


* SAcREDMAJESTV under the Wiſe and 
Valiant Conduct of his Royal Highneſs Tur 
Dux, for the ſuppreſſion of thoſe Ravages 


that ſo highly threatened our Ruin, ſo it can- 
not be doubted but the Clergy, whoſe ſhare 


in this Deliverance. is at leaſt equal to that of 


any other Order of Men, will be among the 
moſt forward in their thankful acknowledę Ig- 


ments of the ineſtimable Benefits thence re- 


ceived, and in the imployment of their moſt 
vigorous endeavours for perpetuating the ſame. 
And indeed, their laudable conduct, during 
the rage of theſe unnatural Cammotioms may 


juſtly be eſteemed a full and happy earneft 


of this: foraſmuch as their Zr ar was 2 


early and fa remarkably VE throughout the 
| King- 
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=. | MUTUAL DUTY 


OF 


MINISTER and PEOPLE. 


1 ＋ IM. 4. 16. 
Tale heed unto thy ſelf, and unto thy doctrine, 


continue in them; for in doing this, thou 
ſhalt borh A 22 i, und thoſe that hear 
ches. 18 


HES E words contain a Command to Timothy 
to take due care in the diſcharge of the high 
office to which He was call'd in the Church of Chriſt. 

S* Paul had before, in this and the preceding Chap- 


ters of this Epiſtle, ſet forth many particulars of his 


Duty herein, and in the Text He comprizes the 2b 
in theſe two things. — The taking heed to himſelf, and 
to his doetrine ; The continuance in which He binds 
upon Him, from a conſideration of the greateſt i impor- 


tance poſſible, Namely:— That He would hereby 50 


aue himſelf and bis Hearers, that is, all who attended 
his Miniſtrations, and made the proper uſe thereof, by 


ol ; being led by his Example and his doctrine, to a conſci- 
„ entious diſcharge of their own duty, 
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_ THE MUTUAL DUTY OF 


THESE words, though directed to one of the higheſt 
order in the Church, are alike applicable to all, to whom 
the Miniftry of reconciliation, and an Authority of feed- 
ing the Flock of Chriſt is committed, though they have 
no ſhare in the Government thereof, becauſe the reaſon of 
the direction is the fame, and the effect of obſerving it 
is the ſame, in one caſe as well as the other. Fhey be- 
ing therefore plainly intended to direct the Life and 
CondudF- of every Paſtor of Cbriſt's flock, T ſhalt uſe 
them for a foundation of what I have to offer to you 
upon the occaſion of our preſent Aſſembling together : 
And ſhall ſhew from this double precept of the Text 
what thoſe duties are, that are. eſpecially incumbent 

upon the Miniers of "the Gofpel as ſuch. And, as I go 
along, F ſhall endeavour to make what is aid of the 
Miniſter's duty uſeful to the People alſo, by ſhewing 
that there is nothing to which He is obliged, that does. 
not induce upon. them: a correſpondent Duty of like 
importance to be perform/d by them, hoping they will 
deal ſo equally, as to make their never-failing: expect- 
ation of the Miniſter's diſcharge of his Engagements, 
an admonition to. rhemſalves concerning their own. 

I. FizsT, then a Miniſter of Chriſt muſt take heed 

to Himſelf that is, He muſt have a continual guard 
upon himſelf that his Life be exemplary, and adorn'd 
with thoſe Chriſtian Graces, that will give a luſtre to 
his Function, and make his labours effectual for the pro- 


moting the Intereſts of Religion and virtue. 


IT. SzcoNDLY, He muſt fake heed to his do@frine, 


or as the fame thing is — by 8 Paul in another 
place, 


MINISTER AND PEOPLE. 3 
place, He muſt rale heed to all the Flock, —to feed the 
Church of GOD, which He has purchas'd with his own 
blood. | 
I. Frasr, a Chriftian Minifter is to have a continual 
guard upon himſelf that his Life be Exemplary. And 
to this end firſt of all and above all he muſt be careful 
that no Man deſpiſe him *, that is, muſt take from all men 
the power of doing ©; by avoiding every thing that 
can poſſibly give occaſton for contempt and Scorn. And 
accordingly to fly, as from a Serpent, from every thing 
baſe, corrupt and diſhonourable. For let his knowledge 
and learning be never fo extenſive, his ſkill in reſolving 


difficulties, and his dexterity in applying to the paſſions 
never ſo remarkabte, His diſcourſes will ſtill want that 


energy; that is neceſſary to bring men to the uneaſy taſk 
of ſubduing their Luſts and controuling their Paſſions, 
unleſs his Life is ſuitable to his profeſſion, and of a 
piece with his doctrine. For with whatever · force and 


> > heanty He may deſcribe the obligations to virtue, and 


the advantages of Religion, He will himſelf blunt the 
Edge of his reaſons for the practice of either, if He leads 
the Life of an Hide and Libertine, and thereby proves 
that they have no hold upon himſelf. An Exemplary 
Condut? then is a Capital and indeed an Effential requi- 

ſite in every Preacher of the Goſpel, who either deſires 
a good Name among Men, or would avoid the juſt 
Judgement of G OD, for defeating, as far as by the 
want of it He can, the main uſe and purpoſe of his 
ſacred Office. 


Acts 20. 28. 1 Tim. 4. 12. 


4 THE MUTUAL DUTY OF 
IT. SECONDLY, a good Steward of the Myſteries of 

GOD, is not only above all things concerned 4% tale 

heed to himſelf, not to give occaſion for complaint upon 

the account of any diſorderiy behaviour, but that He be 

moreover careful to adorn his Profe Non, by being an ; 

Example of Believers in Word, in Converſation, in Cha- 

rity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity . Innocence alone will 

not ſuffice, for if to that He does not add ſome degree. 

of excellence in the main points of duty; if He is not. 

conſtant and painful in his preaching, earneſt and affect- 

ionate in his public devotions, willing and ready in his 

advice and aſſiſtance to the ſick and afflicted; free and 

generous to the full extent of his abilities; gentle and 
courteous ; patient and of great forbearance ; If, I fay, 

He is not diſtinguiſh'd by ſuch virtues and graces as 

are fitted naturally to engage men's Love and eſteem, 

and is not careful to avoid giving handle for having his 

Good actions evil ſpoken of by reaſon of any thing ab- 
ard, unſeemly, or fantaſtical in the manner of givin 

them, his power of influencing thoſe committed i 

charge, and conſequently of bringing Glory to God, 

in the reformation of men will be greatly ſhortened, 

Fox men upon whom Religion has no power, are 

ever upon the watch for the failings of all /erious pro- 
feſſors of it, eſpecially of thoſe who have the honour of 

being the authoriz'd teachers thereof, and, if they. can. 

but diſcover any cauſe of exception even to the prudence 

of the conduct of any of them, will not fail to make a 

malicious uſe of it, to the diſparagement of Religion in 

< I Tim. 4. 12. 


general. 
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general, For this reaſon a ſcrupulous care ſhould be uſed 
by thoſe, who are thus placed in the point of general 
view and obſervation, that they take no liberties, either 
in diſcourſe or otherwiſe, that may juſtly be evil ſpoken 
of. They ſhould therefore be diſcreet in the choice of 
their Friends, and in the management of their houſf- 
holds, and eſpecially in the manner of their examina- 
tion into the Spiritual ſtate and condition of their Flock, 
ſo as neither to be guilty of any neglect in the duty of 
their office, nor yet to give reaſon for being thought too 
inquiſitive, and for being charged with a faulty euriofity 
of prying into the domeſtic and private affairs of their 
People. 
Turv ſhould moreover be ſingularly cautious in the 
exerciſe of the Authority CHRIST has given them of 
exhorting and reproving notorious offenders, and of re- 
felling them from a participation of the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, that it be always done with 
all poſſible tokens of good will to their perſons and ten- 
derneſs for their Souls, fo that all ſuſpicion be removed 
of their uſing Severity, upon any other motive, but a 
ſenſe of duty, a regard to the honour of Religion, and 
a Love of virtue. What has been hitherto ſaid may ſerve 
for a deſcription of what the Apaſtle directs, when He 
here requires Timothy, and in Him every Paſtor of 
Chriſt's flock to Take heed to himſelf. | 

2. AND before I proceed I deſire leave to make what 
has been aid farther uſeful, by ſhewing what thoſe du- 
ties are, to Which the flock are obliged in conſideration 


of what is on all hands allowed to be incumbent upon 
their 
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5 THE MUTUAL DUTY or 
their Paftors. Now the neceſſity of a Paſtor's being an 
Example of holineſs, virtue, and diſcretion plainly mfers - 
an obligation upon the people to be very fender of his 
good Name; neither eaſily to give into 120 the vali of 
any thing hurtful to his dee nor willingly and 
irh pleaſure to hear it diſpataged ; They ſhould rather 
conceal his defects, than any way encourage the progreſs 
of ſuch reports as tend to- his diſgrace. If the Mrnifter 
is to be, above all men, careful to give no occaſion for 
reproach, becauſe of the evil Influence his want of Cha- 
rafter may have upon the morals of others, this ſurely is 
a ſtrong reaſon, why, all who wiſh well to the cauſe of 
religion, ſhould have a guard upon themſelves, not to 
do the work of the cem of it, by aſſiſting 3 in the de- 
famation of thoſe, whoſe reputation is fo important for 
the promoting its Intereſts in the world. To Invent 
therefore, and forge any thing concerning ſuch a one, 
with a mulñcivus deſign of blaſting his good Name is 
plainly execrable, but even to keep any ſcandalous re- 
ports on foot, and induſtriouſly to promote their cur- 
rency is very diſhonourable and ſinful, and will lay the 
guilty under the fad imputation, of hindering the word 
A from having free courſe and being glorified *. = 
And I think it not improper to obſerve, by way of 
admonition to ſuch who are wont to keep no temper in 
their reflections upon thoſe of a ſacred CharaFer, who 
are ſo unhappy as to be really obnoxibus to Cenſure ; that, 
though an exemplary behaviour is ſpecially required in 
them, yet that it is the common 0 of * Obriftians, 
| 42 Theſs. 3. 1. 
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and that they who from their Station, and Capacity are 


alike able to profit others by their Example are alike 


bound to give a good one; and that the tabithy Heed to 
themſeloes is a duty in them as well as in the Clergy; and 


nor inclination for being over cenſorious of them. And; 
whereas ſome are ready even to extenuate their own 
guilt by aſcribing it to the Influence of other mens bad 
examples, it ſhould be conſidered that no example can 
do any thing more than invite, it cannot force Men to 


Sin; and. conſequently that He who gives a bad one, 


though He will greatly increaſe his own condemnation, 
from the effect it may have upon others, yet this will 
not help thoſe. who are enticed. by it, but they muſt 
ſtand or fall by their on actions; and they will be li- 
able to Sop's vengeance, whatever pleas they may urge 
in- abatement of-their guilt, from living under the in- 
fluence of a bad example, becauſe it being ſuch, 'twas 
always their duty, and ſhou Id have been their care to 
have avoided it. 


II. -SECONDLY, a Cbriſian Miniſter muſt tate beed 


t bis dbctrine, or as the ſame thing is expreſſed in ano- - 
ther place; He mult take heed to all the Floack—To feed 


the Church of God which He has purchaſed with his own 

_ blood, And the ſeveral qualifications required for a faith- 

ful diſcharge of this part of a Paftor's duty, are theſe 

that follow. _ 

I. FirsT, To his Innocence, piety and as 
? He muſt add a diſtin& Anowleage of all the great truth 


of 


if they periprmed. it as they ought, they would nei- 
ther have leifure for watching for the eſcapes of others; : 


+ 
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of Religion which relate to the grand Myſtery of Man's 
Redemption by CyRIsT, which make up a ſyſtem of 
thoſe articles of the Chriſtian Faith, which are to be 
aſſented to and believed, under equal degrees of obliga- 
tion, that Moral Duties are to be practiſed. With theſe 
truths He is to be well acquainted and with the grounds 
of their Credibility, by a clear underſtanding of all thoſe 
paſſages of Scripture, and the arguments and reaſonings 
upon them, whereby n doArines to be believed, are 
ſupported. 

Tris is that part of Chriſtian knowledge which 3 is 
called Speculative, in oppoſition to what is employed in 
directing our Moral actions; not that it conſiſts in Specu- 
lation only; For 'tis certain there is not a ſingle doct- 
rine that relates to the Myſtery of our Redemption but 
may have, and is de/igned to have an influence upon our 
Practice; as well as to teach us right conceptions con- 
cerning what Gop has been pleaſed to make the object 
of our Faith, There is alſo what is called controverfial 
Theology, becauſe by a right underſtanding of it, Men 
are enabled to defend the 7ruths of Revelation againſt 
the Craft and Malice of their oppoſers ; And it is the 
duty of every good Paſtor to furniſh-himſelf with ſuch 
a degree of this Science, as may be obtained, by a com- 
petent knowledge in the learned Languages, and thoſe 
books that have beſt explained the Holy Scriptures, that 
He may be able to convince Gainſayers, and ſatisfy the 
doubts of ſerious and ſober-minded Chriſtians, For 
there are ſtill as the Apoſtle complained of old, Many 
unruly and vain Teachers, and deceivers, whoſe mouths 
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muſt be ſtopped, who ſubvert whole Lagen, reachi ng fach 
things as they ought not.. 
To Ta1s he muſt add a proper {kill in the rules and 
obligation of Morality, ſo as to be able to deduce the 
whole ſebeme of it from its genuine principles, and to 
note the difference between the Heathen and Chriſtian 
Morality, and ſhew how and wherein the defects and 
miſtakes of the former are ſupplied and corrected by the 
latter, and efpecially to ſhew and infiſt upon what is 
notoriouſly true, that the moral ſiſtems of the Heathens 
if they had been more perfect than they are, could not 
have been adequate to the purpoſe of reforming Mankind, 
becauſe the Cumpilers of them either denied a future State, 
or did nat fo ſtedfaſtly helieue it, as to enforce the obli- 
gation. of obeying thoſe. precepts of Morality they laid 
down from the conſideration of its being the Will of 
Gop our Creator that men ſhould; obey them, under 
the San#ions of rewards and puniſhments, to com- 
mence after this Life. For, for the want of this, their 
beſt Treatiſes of Morality were but dry Collections of 
Rules, fitted more to direct mens ſpeculations, than en- 
gage them to the practice of virtue. For, (to the ſhame 
of our modern Trfidels be it ſpoken, who would fain be 
reviving old exploded Heatheniſm among us) it is certain 
there never was, nor can be, a /cheme of Morality erected, 
that can afford ſufficient grounds for the ſupport of a 
ſtrict adherence to Religion and Virtue, when it ex- 
poſes a man not only to the loſs of all the comforts of 


_ lite, but to torments alſo and death itſelf, but what is 
1 B founded 
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founded upon thoſe principles which the Scriptures and 
they only, with clearneſs and FERRY us. But to. - 


Turhz is: anbiher' chin chat wault de mien 
ovHich is the Art of fixing the Rule of profifice, when 
a mixture of divers interfering cireumſtances happen to 
perplex Caſe and male it. difficult. It ſhould be the 
cure of every good Puter to acquire what ſkill he can 
in this very uſeful part of #nowledge, and to cxercife the 
ſame as occaſion offers, as well in his ce from 
the pulpit, as when difficultics are ſeriouſſy laid before 
him, for his reſolution and advice. For, as the Prophet 
Malachi tays, It is at the: Prigſtis mouth that the people 
are 10 ſerł the loo. — that is, the Rxplanation af it. 
For he is tbe Meſſenger of the Lord of Hl. 
2. Bur xo i the office agu Pugforragitines:ds 
care in acquiring the proper qualifications for the In- 
ſtruction of his pecple; and great diligence in the exerciſe 
of them, as well in private converſation, as his publick 
miniſtrations; it muſt. certainly be the duty of thoſe; 
for whoſe benefit they all ſerve, and for whoſe ſakkes 
they are required, to be uilling to ſeek advice and counſel 
at his mouth, and to receive the word and Secrament; their 
Spiritual Food, whereby they are nouriſhed to ever- 
laſting life, at his hands. Not to wander from Church 
to Church, as their fancy leads them, on pretence of 
better edification, but to ſubmit to Gop's Ordinance, 
and attend their proper Miniſter, not doubting but. what 
has Gon! 9 will — be followred by 

Gop's 


, Malachi 2.7. 


* 
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God's Ag, and cotiſequently that they are much 
ſecurer of Edificatier in the regular way, than from the 
beſt diſcourſe that was ever delivered, of which they 
malle themſelves hearers by förſaking that place and 
perſon, where, and by whom, the Providence of Gon 
had appointed them to be Inſtructed. I ſpeak to, and 
concerning thoſe only who continue members of our 
Church; for as far thoſe who, for this or any other pre- 
tenſe, deſert aur Communian, and join themſelves to any 
other party of Obriſtiaus, they will not only have to 
anſwer for a cauſeleſs flight of the regular means of In- 
ſtruction, but for a ſhameful ſchiſm alſo, and all the dreadful 
W thereof, to the great hazard of their fouls. 
Ans that men may find all that benefit from the Ord:- 
e of preaching which was intended in its inſtitution, 
they ſhould conſider that the buſineſs and deſign of it is, 
not to entertain and divert, to pleaſe and humour theit 
fancies, but to move and influence their hearts and affections; 
That Sermons, being either exphications of doctrines to be 
believed, or enforcements of duties to be practiſed, it is not 
with them as with other diſcourſes, when we run no 
hazard by not regarding them. For, if for want of due at- 
tent ion to them we are not the better for hearing them, 
we muſt of conſequence be the worſe ; our careleſaneſs 
will be imputed to us as a fault, and even our pretended 
diſcharge of our duty will increaſe our guilt, and our 
condemnation, @« | 
HteARERs of Gop's word preached ſhould be allo 
humble and docile, free from prejudice and partiality and 


diſpoſed for inſtruction, elſe there are but ſmall hopes 
 B2 of 
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of their receiving any benefit by this Ordinance. But 
above all things they ſhould take care never to attend 
upon it with a diſpoſition to carp at and cenſure what 
they hear, and to arch their Miniſter as the Scribes 
and Phariſees did our Saviour if perchance they may | 
find him entangled in his tall; Or may catch ſomething. 
out. , his mouth that they may accuſe bim,“ and ſo like 
venomous Animals endeavour to ſuck poiſon out of what 
3s good and wholeſom, and deſigned: for: their ſpiritual 
health. For this is a practice as contrary to decency, 
good nature, and good manners, as it is to all the Rules 
of Religion. | 
II. Sx cox v, a good Paſtor is oblged to take heed to 
his Flock, by uſing his beſt cndcavours for the prevention 
of ſin. in them, by ſeaſonable reproof and correption. | 
This is a very. uſeful and important part of his Office, 
but not more uſeful than difficult, For if it be not ail. 
charged with great dexterity and addreſs,” if any degree 
of affectation, haughtinels, or aſperity be ſhewn, or in- 
deed any thing elſe but what is evidently the effect of 
g00d-4will and a ſerious ſenſe of Religion and duty, this 
part of his Office had better be declined : becauſe how- 
ever juſtly founded his reproofs may be, if they are not 
accompanied with what may give full teſtimony to the 
ſincerity and affection of the reprover, they will rather 
harden ſinners in their folly, than reclaim them, But 
where there is good reaſon to think that no juſt offence 
can be taken en the manner of Performing this de- 
beate 


* Matth. 22. 19. 
> Luke 11. 54 
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licate taſk, the danger of bringing undeſerved diſpleaſure. 
upon himſelf ought at no'time to diſcourage him. The 
importance of the duty will demand the execution of it, 
and a conſciouſneſs of his having faithfully diſcharged 
it, will be his comfort and ſupport under whatever in- 
conveniencies he may bring upon himſelf thereby. For 
there is ſo much inchantment in Sin, that when it has 
gotten the dominion over a man, he is often led on from 
one degree of guilt to another, till his conſcience is ſeared, 
and all ſerious reflections are quite laid aſleep. In this 
fad caſe, a dextrous uſe of this Office, ſeems the only 
external means of awakening a man from his Lethargy. 
Wx have a very remarkable inſtance in Scripture, 
both of the extremity of this diſtemper and the efficacy 
of this method of Cure. David, after he had been guilty 
of a double act of flagitious Injuſtice and Cruelty a- 
gainſt Uriah. a valiant and faithful Subject, ſuch indeed 
as can hardly be paralleled for its baſene/5, was yet ſo 
infatuated by his criminal paſſion, that he ſeems, for a 
long time, to have continued quite infenſible of his guilt, 
and to have felt neither remorſe nor ſorrow for what 
had done. And which way was he at laſt brought to a 
ſenſe, of his ſhame ? even by the reprogf of a faithful 
Prophet. For, one lucky minute, artfully employed by 
Nathan, had an effect upon him, that nothing elſe had 
for near a year together. But immediately upon his well- 
timed Reproof, the guilty King confeſſes his ſhame and 
declares — I have ſinned againſt the Lord. What this. 
example verifies, and our own experience teaches of 
the importance of ſeaſonable reproof, ſhews. the oblige. 
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tion we are under of uſing it, and that we ought not 
to be diſcouraged from- fo uſeful a part of our O 
becauſe it is often a thankleſs one. 

2, AND then let them conſider, who are aeſervedly the 
objects of reprogf, that the impatience they often ſhew- 
under it will only add weight to their guilt; and that 
inſtead of being froward and difcontented, they ought 
rather to hve and honour their reprover, for the tokens: 
he gives of his regard to his o duty, and the benefit 
of their Souls; and that above all things they ſhould: 
abhor the ingratitude of ſwelling with reſentment againſt 
him, and eſteeming him an Enemy, merely becauſe, in 
diſcharge of his own conſcience, - and for-the en 
of theirs, he has honeſtly 70/4 them the truth. 5 

III. Tr1rDLy, There is ſtill another thing 4 che 
peculiar imguity c of the preſent times has made more than 
ever neceſſary in a Chriſtian Miniſter, which is that he 
be ſingularly well prepared to anſwer all the cavils and 
ſubtilties, and to ſtand all the efFontery and ridicule of 
a claſs of Men, diſtinguiſhing themſelves by the ſpecious 
name of PFreethinkers, whoſe inceſſant endeavour it is 
to demoliſh Chriftianity from the very foundations, 
daring even to blaſpheme aur Bleſſed Saviour as an in- 


poftor, and to repreſent all his. Followers, Prieſs and 


people, as ſo many Fools and Madmen, for believing their 
Brbles, [Ove wok have imagined, that, in a country 
where it is the common obligation of Prince and people 
to make profeffion of Chriftianity, and where the honour 
of CnzxrsT's Name, and the purity of his 'Werthip, 


and the facred truths of his Goſpel are all enjoined and 
ſe- 
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ſeoured by the Laws of the Civi/ ERablifkment, as well 
as Ecoighaſtical; one would have thought, 1 fay, that 

in ſuch a caſe, his Menifters would never have teen 
called upon to vindicate their profeſfion from a charge 
of lnpeſturv, and to ſhe that he whom they worthip i is 
not a mere man, a bad man too, and a decerver. 

Bur now that it is grown a kind of fafhion among 
many to turn all ſerious matters into ridieule, and treat 
them with contempt ; to diſpute openly, and to publiſh 
ſtudied treatiſes againſt the Divine miſſion of our Lory, 
and the inſpiration of the Holy Scriptures ; to infult 
CHRIST and his GosPEL with as much petulant li- 
centiouſneſs as was ever uſed by Celfrrs, Porphyry, or 
Julian; to form Societies for the propagation of In- 
fidelity, with the ſame affiduity that Religious men have 
ever uſed for the furtherance and defence of the rrue 
Faith; ſinee theſe audacious and ſhocking things are 
done, will be the duty of every Paſtor to ufe much 
diligence in guarding his bet againſt infection from 
thoſe who. thus hye in wait to decetve, leſt an Evil heart 
ef unbvelief ſhould be found in any of them i in * 
from the Living God.* 

Wuicn way this may be done moſt electuslhy muft 
be left to every one's diſcretion. It will vary res fe 
toithe condition, temper, and capacity of thofe who are 
infected; in genen, thorough knowledge of the grounds 
of Chriſtianity, and of the ſhortneſs and imperfection of 
buman' reaſon, as that appears from the beft per forman- 
ces of the moſt celebrated Sen 18g in e whole H pal 
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16 THE MUTUAL DUTY or 
world; a hearty Zeal for the welfare of Souls, and a 


boldneſs and courage of Mind, not eaſily born down by 


petulance and ſcorn, are the moſt promiſing human 


means I can think of. But here I would not have thoſe, 
who are beſt appointed for ſuch conflicts, aim at more 


than convincing thoſe who are very ſerious, and not 
yet gained over to the ſide of the Adverſary. For when 


that is the Caſe, the moſt Friendly advice and the 


ſtrongeſt reaſons will weigh but little with thoſe whoſe 
minds are ſo depraved as to be given up, as the Apoſtle 


ſpeaks, 70 ftrong delufions, to believe Lyes. For it is a 
moſt certain truth, that theſe Men, who are wont to 


compliment themſelves as free from all kind of prepoſ- 
ſeſſion, are notoriouſly the moſt prejudiced of all Men, 


and the moſt bigotted to their own wild fancies; and 
that whilſt they pretend to free others from a falſly ſup- 


poſed Credulity, are above all Men the moſt dh Cre- 
dulous themſelves, being ever ready to believe the great- 
eſt abſurdities, and the moſt. ridiculous: Conceits, if the 
ſuppoſition of their truth will give them the leaſt handle 
for excepting to the Evidences of the Chriſtian Religion. 

2. Now if a Miniſter is to ſpare no pains, and muſt alſo 
be ſubject to the petulant ſcoffs of Infidels, in his en- 
deavours to prevent the Infe&10n of his People, it cannot 
be denied to be the duty of his People to keep them- 


ſelves, as far as poſſible out of danger; to liſten to good 


advice; and to be always upon their guard againſt thoſe 
who He in wait to deceive ; not to be overcome by con- 
fidence, nor ſtaggered in their Faith, . becauſe they are 
not able preſently to reply to the ſtudied ſubtilities of 

Men 
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Men practiſed in the arts of Sophifryand. Chicane, nor 
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to think any truth the leſs Credible, becauſe ſome ob- 
jectiuns may be miſod againſt. it, the fallacy of which 
every comme underſtanding may not be able to unravel. 
There are many fubtle Arguments even againſt the free- 
dr of Mall, and the exiftence'of Motion, that will 


pazzle men not uſed to ſuch Speculations ; but, as I be- 


lieve they never; prevailed. upon any one to queſtion the 


truth of e 
great diſpoſition towards Sceprecr/im and 


ſo it will certainly be an argument of a 
| if men, 


who have ever been well inſtructed in the grounds and 
evidences of Chriftianity, can be led to doubt of them, 


becauſt they cannot dear them of every difficulty, 


anſwer every captious queſtien that may be put con- 
cerning them. And if the inſidibus endeavours of crafty 
Men ſhould prevail fo far as to pervert them from the 


Nuiub, th 


ey mult for ever remain ſelf-condemned, for 


ſuffering Anais to be over-born in the cauſe of Ro- 


them in any other: cauſe vrhatſocver. 


ue for reaſons that would have had no 
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part of a Paftor's duty, is, 0 dee Flock in mind to 


OBEDIENCE to.Governtrs is of fo great importance 
for the common welfare, that as it is ſecured by the 
ſtrongeſt ſanctions of Law, fo it is the ſubject of many 
urgent commands in the Moly Scriptures, being indeed 
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18 THE MUTUAL pur OF 
enjoyed in this world. The Miniſters therefore of 
the PRINCE of Peace can never better conſult the Ho- 


nour of their great Maſter, nor better promote the in- 


tereſts of his Raigdom; than by inſtilling into their 
People thoſe principles that will the moſt effectually ſe- 


cure a Reverence for their Prince, and a Jealous care for 


the conſtitution in Church and State, by the due exe- 
cution of the Laws whereof all men's properties whe- 
ther Civil or Religious are preſerved. This is indeed 
always their Duty, but now that a formidable Rebellion 


rages in the Bowels of the Nation, and an avowed attempt 


is making for the change of our happy eſtabliſhment 
and the expulſion of our rightful: and indulgent Pro- 
teſtant SOVEREIGN to male way for an abjured Pre- 
tender, bred up in and ſtrongly attached to the worſt 
kind of Popery,' and the moſt dangerous maxims of 
Civil policy, whoſe poſſeſſion of the "Throne, would be 
preſently followed with a deſtruction of our Religion 
and every thing elſe that is good and valuable, ſo that 
neither our Civil privileges, nor even our Lives would 
be longer ſecure: to us, without a baſe ſubmiſſionſto terms 


more to be dreaded than death itſelf; In this ſad time 


of diſtreſs,” not to cry aloud in the cauſe of Gg, our 
King and our Country, might be juſtly . es 
us as a very Criminal unfaithfuln es. 

Bur as this is unqueſtionably our Duty, fo, to the 
honour of the Clergy be it ſpoken, it has been eminently 
diſcharged by every Order of them, not only by carneſt 
diſcourſes from the Pulpit, but in every other way that 
might beſt ſerve to animate " to the Performance of their 
; duty 
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duty upon this mot critical occaſion. And I believe we 
may, without the imputation of vanity be allowed to 


think, that the giorious unanimity in all ſorts of Men, not 


Friends to Popery, which has in an wunexampled manner 


ſhewn itſelf upon the occaſion, is owing in a good de- 


gree, next to Gop's Bleſſing upon ſo righteous a Cauſe, 
to the Alarms fo early, ſo conſtantly, and fo carneſtly 
given by the Clergy. 


Now to Gor the Father, Gop the Son, and Gop 
the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and one ever-bleſſed 
God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all honour and 
glory, praiſe, might, majeſty and dominion; both now 
and evermore. Amen. 


THE END. 
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